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	LNB mysteries explained - Part 1


"Twin-output" LNB
Previously available in Standard (10.0GHz) and Enhanced (9.75GHz) form, but now only in "Universal" form (9.75 + 10.6 GHz), the twin output LNB provides two outputs to feed two separate receivers for independent working.

Each output can be switched independently by 13/17 volt input by the individual receiver to change polarisation and by 22kHz to change the band.

"Dual LNB" or "Monobloc LNB" 
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Comprises two universal LNBs fixed together at a small angle in a single housing. Only one "F" connector is used. A single coaxial cable connects to the Digital (or Digital + Analogue) receiver which must be able to use DisEqC signalling to select which LNB is to be used. Normally used on an 80cm dish to receive Astra at 19.2'E and Hotbird at 13'E (but not simultaneously).

monobloc setup monobloc setting up
This type of LNB has a single output and the actual satellite signal is selected by the receiver which sends a DisEqC (22kHz) pulsed tone up the LNB cable. So only one satellite transmission can be viewed at a time. This is in contrast with dish systems that have two or more separate LNBs where, with two receivers, both satellite transmissions can be viewed or recorded simultaneously. See picture HERE.

This LNB is used with the new Sky Digiboxes that have two LNB inputs and internal Hard Drives for recording a programme while you watch another. Two LNB outputs go to this "Sky Plus" Digibox and the other two LNB outputs can go either to two standard Digiboxes or to 
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 (We can supply an adapter to fit a 40mm LNB to a Sky minidish but you use it at your own risk).

However, you may prefer to buy a standard dish of, say, 60cm diameter and use a standard 40mm neck twin-output or quad-output LNB with this. The match and fitting will be perfect and the "rain drop-out" will be very rare.

If you are fitting a Quad-output or OCTO LNB to your dish, read this page.




