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FINAL SOUND BEGINS US SHIPMENTS OF MODEL 400i SPEAKERS IN STEREO AND HOME THEATER PACKAGES

New High-Definition Speaker Panels Feature Final’s Unique Inverter Technology 
to Improve Performance and Bring High-End Electrostats to a Wider Market 

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.  – September 7, 2005 – Final Sound, an innovator in the field of advanced electrostatic speakers, announced that it has begun shipments of its new Model 400i high-definition speaker panels in both Home Theater and Reference Stereo configurations. The  new speakers were demonstrated along with other models in the Final line at CEDIA Expo 2005, which opened today at the Indiana Convention Center and RCA Dome. Final Sound is located in Booth #1323.

The Model 400i Stereo Speakers feature Final’s exclusive Inverter Technology™, which dramatically broadens the audio image and makes it possible to manufacture the speakers at a substantially lower cost than comparable high-end electrostatics. 
“We have completely redesigned the core technology of the high-end speaker system,” said CEO Gijsbert van den Brink. “Electrostatic speakers represent the very best quality and performance in high-end audio, but consumers are just beginning to discover and appreciate what they can bring to the home theater. The 400i speakers represent the most finely integrated speaker system we have ever built. It creates an amazingly lifelike sound with bright, rich tones across the entire frequency spectrum. It absolutely sets a new standard for both stereo and home theater configurations.”

The patent-pending Inverter Technology results in a higher impedance for the Model 400i (approximately 4 ohms at 20 kHz) allowing use of low power amplifiers (75 watts recommended). Until now, high-performance electrostatic speakers required far more powerful and expensive amplifiers to adequately drive the speakers. In addition, the new inverter is able to generate a much broader stereo image than any current electrostatic speaker technology.

“These speakers represent the latest advances in audio technology,” said van den Brink. “We were also able to accomplish something no other electrostatic speaker has ever achieved – building speakers that are compatible with U.L. requirements in the United States. That is something Final Sound is extremely proud of.” 

The Model 400i Reference Stereo Speakers feature a frequency range from 65 Hz to 25 kHz. Each panel measures 48-inches tall by 10-inches wide and barely 6-inches deep, including Final’s uniquely miniaturized electronics mounted on the base of the panels. The Model 400i Speakers are powered by a simple low voltage 12-volt power supply, making these speakers ideal for home installation.

The suggested retail price of the Model 400i Reference Stereo Speakers is $3,000 per pair. The Model 400i Reference Speakers, combined with the new Model 400i Center Channel, are also available in a five channel Home Theater Surround Sound package with special pricing of $6,999.
In addition to the new Model 400i panels, Final will also demonstrate its larger Model 600i speakers, which are scheduled to ship later this year. The floor-standing Model 600i speakers have a frequency response of 45 Hz to 25 kHz, and measure 61 in x 10 in x 6 in and weigh just over 17 lbs. The Final Sound Home Theater line also includes the smaller Model 80i and 100i panels. The Model 80i measures 21 in x 6 in x 3 in and weighs barely 5 lbs. The Model 100i is slightly larger at 28 in x 6 in x 3 in and 8 lbs. Both are wall-mounted panels designed to complement today’s flat-panel plasma and LCD TV screens.

The inverter speakers are unique in that each covers a full spectrum of sound in the low, mid, and high ranges using a single electrostatic panel. Old-style cone speakers combine several woofers, tweeters, and mid-ranges to cover the full sound spectrum – causing noise and distortion where the speakers overlap or “crossover.” The Final system eliminates this crossover by dividing the diaphragm electronically – all on the same audio surface. 

The new Model 400i speakers are available now from authorized Final Sound dealers in Europe and will ship later this month to dealers in the U.S., Canada, and Asia. Dealer locations and additional information is available on the Final Web site www.finalsound.com  
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About Final Sound Solutions

Final Sound Solutions is a full-line manufacturer of the world’s lightest high-definition speakers for home theaters and audiophiles. Based in the Netherlands, the company has been an innovator in the development of advanced electrostatic speaker technology for the high-end audiophile market since 1991.. In 2002, the company completed work on breakthrough technology that created the first modular electrostatic speakers and in 2004, introduced its unique inverter technology, which completely eliminated the crossover distortion common to traditional cone speakers, creating the most natural, life-like audio speakers in the home theater market.
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